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Ad Adamson, Joy. Elsa; The Story of a Lioness; photographs by the author. Pan-
3-5 theon Books, 1961. 45p. $3.50.
Adapted from the adult best-seller, Born Free, with some additional photographs
that were not used in the original version. Excellent photographs and a fascinating
story, but the oversize format and large print are juvenile for the reader who can
manage the vocabulary. The writing is happily free of the coyness that weakens the
quality of much that is written by fond raisers of pets and there are few instances
of text that seem to be contrived as accompaniment to a photograph.
Ad Allen, Gertrude E. Everyday Animals. Houghton, 1961. 46p. illus. Trade
K-2 edition, $2.50; Library edition, $3.25.
Brief descriptions of six common wild animals: cottontail rabbit, chipmunk, grey
squirrel, porcupine, striped skunk, and white-footed mouse. The illustrations are
realistic, soft in technique and printed in grey-green. The text is simply written;
factual for the most part, but with an occasional euphemism or coy note. Miss Allen
describes habits and habitat, including those characteristics that give an impression
of personality: the squirrel's chattering or the rabbit's moonlight dancing.
R American Heritage Magazine. Naval Battles and Heroes; by the editors of
7- American Heritage Magazine; narrative by Wilbur Cross. American Her-
itage, 1960. 153p. illus. (American Heritage Junior Library). Trade
edition, $3.50; Library edition, $3.79 net.
A handsome book that gives the history of the United States Navy from 1775 on; the
material is interesting and it is handled with competence. There is drama in the
events described, and the narrator has been judicious in using no melodramatic tech-
niques; the writing style is straightforward in tone. The illustrations are profuse,
varied, and enthralling even to the reader who is not a naval buff; to the reader who
loves ships as well as history, the book will be a joy. Bibliography and index are ap-
pended.
R American Heritage Magazine. Pirates of the Spanish Main; by the editors of
7- American Heritage Magazine; narrative by Hamilton Cochran. American
Heritage, 1961. 153p. illus. (American Heritage Junior Library Series.)
Trade edition, $3.50; Library edition, $3.79 net.
A unique book and a wonderful addition to the series. Reproductions of maps and
paintings are entrancing-some are in black and white, some in color. Romantic as
the subject is, the text needs no embellishment; happily, Mr. Cochran gives it none.
He describes exploits of famous and infamous buccaneers-Spanish, Dutch, French,
British, and American (including some female pirates), and discusses piracy as a
subject for art and literature. A bibliography, a list of suggested books for further
reading, and an index are appended.
Ad AnckarsvArd, Karin. Springtime for Eva; tr. from the Swedish by Annabelle
8-10 MacMillan. Harcourt, 1961. 157p. $2.95.
A perceptive story, written with candor, about a girl of seventeen who is in some
ways immature, but who grows in stature after being involved in an accident in
which a boy is killed, and after she realizes that her emotion for another boy, David,
is an adult love. The author explores in great detail the limited number of charac-
ters in the book: the stepmother that Eva loves, the stern father whom she detests,
the jealous friend. Interesting characterization and exposition of the relationship of
personality to events, but a very slow and involved style that occasionally becomes
ponderous.
R Baker, Laura Nelson. Torkel's Winter Friend; pictures by Juliette Palmer;
3-7 Abelard-Schuman, 1961. 48p. $2.75.
yrs.
A read-aloud book that tells with simplicity and quiet warmth the story of a boy of
six who lived in the North Woods and had no playmates when the summer visitors
were gone. Torkel loved the animals of the woods, but when it was very cold, he had
nobody. His sister was only four . . . but Torkel realized, when little Selina imitated
his play, that he did have a winter friend, because Selina was old enough. The writing
has the appeal of the familiar: small events are described in straightforward manner
and with gentle humor.
M Bard, Mary. Best Friends at School; illus. by Dorothy Bayley Morse. Lippin-
4-6 cott, 1961. 192p. $3.50.
A sequel to Best Friends and Best Friends in Summer. Suzie and CoCo, who have be-
come sisters because of the marriage of Suzie's mother and CoCo's father, are at
boarding school, where they become involved in the adjustment problems of a girl
from Hawaii. The writing has pace and humor, the double appeals of the same char-
acters and of boarding school life are effective, and relationships among the girls
and between the school staff and the students are basically sound. The book is weak-
ened by some contrivance of both plot and characterization: the Hawaiian student
seems overdrawn, and the d6nouement is rather elaborate.
Ad Barzun, Jacques, ed. The Delights of Detection; edited with an introduction by
9- Jacques Barzun. Criterion Books, 1961. 381p. $5.95.
Seventeen short stories chosen by Mr. Barzun, and divided into three categories:
classic, modern, and historic. The editor states, in an interesting and rather lengthy
preface, his definition of pure detective fiction as distinguished from stories that are
generally crime or mystery stories, and he protests the derogation of the genre by
critics who do not discriminate between the gradation of literary levels within it. The
stories in the volume are good, and the book is useful although not unusual in the se-
lections included.
SpR Bendick, Jeanne. Take a Number; New ideas + imagination = more fun; by
4-5 Jeanne Bendick and Marcia Levin; pictures by Jeanne Bendick. Whittlesey
House, 1961. 63p. $2.50.
A stimulating book, despite the fact that the format is rather juvenile for the audience
mature enough to understand the material. The diagrams and illustrations are clear,
but they do, in many instances, crowd the pages to the detriment of reading ease. The
authors discuss the numeration systems of the past, numbers and numerals, the bi-
nary system, and computers. In the latter part of the book they describe some of the
fascinating curiosities of the world of numbers: magic squares, Fibonnaci numbers,
perfect and prime numbers, etc. The explanations are clear, although the text has oc-
casional jocose digressions that are irrelevant, but the attitude of the authors is hap-
pily communicated-numbers are exciting. The amount of material covered and the
magnitude of some of the concepts indicates that the book's best audience is the read-
er with a special interest ... or the teacher who can use some of the topics to stim-
ulate and channel discussion.
Ad Bixby, William. The Impossible Journey of Sir Ernest Shackleton. Little, 1960.
5-8 207p. $3.
An account of the dramatic and tragic venture of Shackleton and his crew in Antarc-
tica. An absorbing story adequately told, but not as carefully reported as it is in Lans-
ing's Shackleton' s Valiant Voyage (Whittlesey House, 1960). Although the latter is
more difficult reading, it may be preferred because of more comprehensive treat-
ment, quotations from original sources, photographs, index, and a good map on the
end-papers.
R Bleeker, Sonia. The Maya; Indians of Central America; illus. by Kisa Sasaki.
5-8 Morrow, 1961. 160p. $2.75.
Another in the author's series of studies of Indian cultures, written in straightfor-
ward and serious style, but filled with so many vivid and authentic details that the
material is never dull. A first chapter gives background information about the loca-
tion of Mayan peoples, describes the most important facts about the culture, and men-
tions some of the archeological exploration in the area. The major part of the book is
devoted to a detailed report on the daily life of the Mayan Indians: religion, recrea-
tion, clothing, mores, etc. The last chapter gives an historical overview of the Maya
and of their subjugation by Spanish explorers. The appended index indicates illustra-
tions by use of an asterisk; illustrations are, like the text, detailed and informative.
R Bond, Michael. Paddington Helps Out; with drawings by Peggy Fortnum.
4-6 Houghton, 1961. 128p. $2.50.
A sequel to A Bear Called Paddington, that delicious bit of nonsense about a young
Peruvian bear who is adopted by a London family. Here Paddington gets himself in-
to one scrape after another, always with a happy ending; the episodic chapter treat-
ment lends itself admirably to reading aloud to younger children. The humor of the
situations is quite suitable for the younger child although he may not grasp the so-
phisticated latent references in the writing. Paddington is a delightful character:
helpless, troublesome, and lovable.
SpR Boston, Lucy Maria. A Stranger at Green Knowe; drawings by Peter Boston.
5-7 Harcourt, 1961. 158p. $3.
An unusual story, with an improbable set of circumstances treated as though they
were perfectly logical. To the wonderful old house at Green Knowe, the familiar set-
ting for three previous titles by this author, comes Ping, the Chinese boy who had
stayed in the house for one summer. Ping has fallen in love with the gorilla at the
London Zoo, and is enchanted when he finds that the animal has escaped and may be
in the neighborhood. For three days, the boy secretly feeds the animal and plays with
him; at the close of the book the gorilla is shot while evading capture. Impossible,
dangerous, even alarming-yet the author's magnificent style and creation of a mood
of sympathy for the gorilla make the story convincing. The vocabulary and the con-
cepts are on a level of difficulty and sophistication far above the interest level; this
is certainly a book for the unusual reader who can enjoy the nuance and the imagina-
tive tenderness of the writing.
R Branley, Franklyn Mansfield. A Book of Planets for You; illus. by Leonard
2-4 Kessler. Crowell, 1961. 58p. $3.50.
A very good science book for the primary level: straight information, no talking
down or popularization, print that is large and clear, and illustrations that are (with
a few exceptions) an amplification of the text. Dr. Branley combines his professional
competence with a deft ability to present material in a style that is crisp without be-
ing dry.
R Buehr, Walter. The Story of the Wheel. Putnam, 1960. 47p. illus. Trade edi-
4-7 tion, $2.75; Library edition, $2.68 net.
Illustrated profusely and well, a good book about the vital contribution that the wheel
makes to mankind, written in a simple and direct style. The organization of material
is especially good: after a prefatory section on the invention of the wheel and on the
primitive state of a society that lacks this invention, the subject is treated topically
rather than being given in a chronological fashion. Travel before the wheel and trav-
el methods after the wheel; the wheel and communication; farming before the wheel-
and the wheel and the farm; the wheel in warfare, etc.
R Butters, Dorothy Gilman. Masquerade. Macrae, 1961. 190p. $2.95.
7-10
An excellent junior novel, in which the author uses a fairly standard situation but de-
velops the characters in realistic and perceptive fashion. Four girls live in a dormi-
tory: Liz has just been jilted, Melanie is a snob, Penny is a shy country mouse, and
Cora is a Negro girl who is passing. All of them have conflicts about their roles, and
they develop interesting relationships with each other. Liz finds another love, Penny
gains self-confidence, Melanie stays an unhappy snob, and Cora finds that she is re-
lieved when the truth comes out. Cora also finds that, as she expected, she is evicted
from the school dormitory . . but, not as she expected, Liz and Penny are indignant
and decide to take an apartment with her. The writing style is not unusual, but it is
adequate, and the sensitivity of the author's attitudes makes the book gratifying: it is
honest and it is understanding.
NR Calvert, James. A Promise to our Country; "I pledge allegiance ... "; pictures
3-4 by James Daugherty. Whittlesey House, 1961. 31p. $2.
A book about the pledge of allegiance; the author discusses the importance of a prom-
ise and the meaning of a symbol, the flag, the history of which is given briefly. Cap-
tain Calvert then goes through the pledge, phrase by phrase, explaining each part. Pe-
destrian writing, with a patronizing tone, and giving a minimal amount of information;
the text achieves neither the simple objectivity of a factual treatment nor the emo-
tional impact of an appeal for appreciation that would be exciting were it well phrased.
A musical setting of the pledge is included, and the book closes with a single page his-
tory of the pledge itself. Illustrations are quite unattractive.
Ad Chauncy, Nan. World's End Was Home; illus. by Shirley Hughes. Watts, 1961.
5-7 181p. $2.95.
The story of Dallie, an orphan of eleven, who disliked the rich aunt with whom she
lived, and went off in secret to live with the Wilde family in a remote and unsettled
region of Tasmania. Characterization is good, and the writing style has ease and pace.
The weakness of the book is in the improbable turn of the plot: the friend of the fam-
ily, Uncle Dan, turns out to be Dallie' s uncle just at the moment when her snobbish
aunt appears to claim the girl. A long-lost member of the family is Uncle Dan, and he
has just come into a title and proposes to take Dallie off for a year in England. The
great strength of the book is in the atmosphere of wild back country, described in lov-
ing and evocative detail.
Ad Ciardi, John. The Man Who Sang the Sillies; drawings by Edward Gorey. Lip-
3-5 pincott, 1961. 63p. $3.
Twenty-four nonsense poems, appropriately illustrated by exaggeratedly zany line
drawings. Some of the selections are flagrant and elaborate playing with words and
sounds, others are narrative-nonsense verse in the vein of Lewis Carroll, and a few
of the poems are quite pithy with a more subtle humor or fresh imagery. Variable
in quality; none of the verse is mediocre but a good deal of it seems to strain for
humorous effect.
R Cleary, Beverly. Two Dog Biscuits; pictures by Mary Stevens. Morrow, 1961.
4-6 32p. Trade edition, $2.75; Library edition, $2.78 net.
yrs.
A very pleasant book to read aloud, with illustrations that have the same ingenuous
appeal as does the text; both have simplicity and humor. Beverly Cleary's four-year-
old twins, Janet and Jimmy, are completely real. Given two dog biscuits by a neigh-
bor, the twins carry them around until their mother takes them out to look for a dog.
They don't like any of the dogs they meet while walking, and insist on giving their
dog biscuits to a cat. What triumph they feel when the cat eats both biscuits ...
mother had said cats wouldn't eat dog biscuits, but mother was wrong.
NR Cleven, Cathrine. Flight Angel. Reilly and Lee, 1961. 192p. $3.50.
7-9
Carol Sands, disappointed in love, suddenly decides to become an airline stewardess.
Immediately after her training she becomes involved in a melodramatic situation
when a passenger leaves a voodoo figurine in her purse. Pursued by a mysterious
West Indian in New York and Miami, Carol tells her date about the doll and they find
that it is hollow and contains a list of names; later Carol reads that a stolen museum
piece has become the symbol for a radical group. The plot, most contrived, ends with
the capture of the West Indian and a proposal for Carol. Pedestrian writing, with sit-
uations that are trite and characters that are superficial.
Ad Colman, Hila. The Girl From Puerto Rico. Morrow, 1961. 222p. $2.95.
7-10
A junior novel that describes with sympathy the problems of the Puerto Rican newly
arrived in New York. When Felicidad's father died, she came with her mother and
brothers to the great city she had been longing to see. She wanted to be a New York-
er, and was unprepared for the housing conditions, the differences in cultures, and-
especially-the prejudice against her people. A candid story, written with perception;
the plot and its denouement are realistic and the major characters are drawn in some
depth. The book is weak only in the writing style, which is rather heavy with cliche
and with emotion-laden adjectives.
R Denzer, Ann Wiseman. Tony's Flower. Vanguard, 1961. 28p. illus. $2.95.
2-3
A gentle story about urban neighborliness. From his apartment window, Tony watched
with envy the annual gardening party in the communal back yard of a row-house devel-
opment. He offered his one potted flower to the children working there, and they all
introduced themselves; he showed his new friends his father's pigeons on the roof of
his building, and he was invited to their picnic. Restrained in treatment, but direct and
meaningful.
R Dow, Katharine. My Time of Year; pictures by Walter Erhard. Walck, 1961.
3-6 30p. $2.25.
yrs.
A small read-aloud book about the cycle of seasons with the utmost simplicity of text
and illustration. Although there are many books on the subject for pre-school children,
this will be a welcome addition. Familiar terms and experiences have the appeal of
everyday and universal occurrences, and the enjoyment of each season as it comes is
expressed with a natural and ingenuous charm.
M Drowne, Tatiana Balkoff. I Am From Siam; illus. by Helen Meredith; Pantheon
3-4 Books, 1961. 39p. $3.
The story of two Siamese cats who come to live in Brooklyn; the first part of the book
describes Aat and Kla as kittens being taken by their mother on a visit to Bangkok;
then the two kittens are sent to the home of their new humans, where one of them goes
off to the zoo and the fish market on an exploratory tour. Illustrations are softly exe-
cuted, with blue or yellow being combined with black and white. The pace of the story
is slow through most of the book; the vocabulary is at a higher level of sophistication
than the format; the first part of the book has too many details of the travel brochure
type, which are obtrusive.
R Duggan, Alfred. The Castle Book; illus. by Raymond Briggs. Pantheon Books,
5-7 1961. 96p. $2.50.
First published in England, an entertaining and informative book on the subject, writ-
ten with humor if with an occasional jarring flippancy or a reference that may be con-
fusing to the young reader. There is in the text a mild acceptance of the fact that all
readers have had-or will have-an opportunity to see castles; this is slightly depress-
ing to the stay-at-home reader. Mr. Duggan describes the first motte-and-bailey cas-
tles of Norman times, the strengthened Norman keep, and the development in the six
centuries that followed of castles that became more and more efficient in construc-
tion. The book is especially useful because it gives the reasons, in describing archi-
tectural details, for their existence. Not as comprehensive as Boardman's Castles
(Oxford, 1957) but easier to read and a good introduction to the topic.
Ad Emberley, Ed. The Wing on a Flea; A Book About Shapes; written and illus. by
4-6 Ed Emberley. Little, 1961. 48p. $2.95.
yrs.
A read-aloud picture book that encourages children to recognize shapes to be found
in familiar objects; the rhyming text concentrates on the triangle, the rectangle (some
of those illustrated being almost squares), and the circle. The author-illustrator uses
color boldly to point out the shape within black and white illustrations that are an in-
teresting combination of ornate detail balanced by large areas of white space.
Ad Evans, Eva (Knox). Where Do You Live?; illus. by Beatrice Darwin. Golden
1 Press, 1960. 31p. Trade edition, $1; Library edition, $2.
For beginning independent readers, a slight book with illustrations of flowers and
animals that are attractive although on some pages they are distracting because of
overfilled space. Mike has nothing to do, so he goes for a walk ... he asks three ani-
mals where they live; they don't talk, but he finds them out by following them. Then he
meets another child, and they go home to play in the houses where they live. Good in
the natural background and the way Mike shows interest without disturbing the animals;
useful for supplemental reading material, but a quite static book.
M Folsom, Franklin. Mystery at Rustlers' Fort; with illus. by John J. Floherty, Jr.
5-7 Harvey House, 1960. 282p. $2.75.
The Fletchers, both naturalists, set up a camp site near the Grand Canyon for a sum-
mer that their son Buzz and his cousin Phil expect to be exciting. The boys suspect a
mysterious stranger who has been following them of being the man who robbed the
jewelry store in the nearby town; they are involved in uranium-hunting, the solution
of the robbery, and shooting a dangerous mountain lion. Despite the lurid and improb-
able plot, the story has two pleasant elements: excellent family relationships, and some
nice passages about nature lore and outdoor life. With the exception of the older Fletch-
ers, the characters are stock figures, and the writing style is mediocre.
Ad Freedman, Russell. Teenagers Who Made History; portraits by Arthur Shil-
7- stone. Holiday House, 1961. 272p. $3.50.
A collection of brief biographies about eight people who had distinguished themselves
in their professional lives before they had reached the age of twenty. The eight are
Arturo Toscanini, Wernher von Braun, Samuel Colt, Louis Braille, Babe Didrikson
Zaharias, Galileo Galilei, the Marquis de Lafayette, and Edna St. Vincent Millay.
The binding motif, as shown in the title, is somewhat tenuous, and most of the mate-
rial is available elsewhere; however, the writing has pace and a nice sense of drama.
A divided list of suggestions for further reading is appended.
R Gendron, Val. The Dragon Tree; A Life of Alexander, Baron von Humboldt.
9- Longmans, 1961. 214p. illus. $3.95.
A stirring biography whose subject is described with admiration tempered by objec-
tivity. Miss Gendron has done a superb job of assembling a mass of material; she
writes with the confidence given by thorough research, and she writes in intelligent
and vigorous prose. The description of Humboldt as a man is discerning, and the de-
scription of his long, many-faceted, brilliant career is exciting. Excerpts from Hum-
boldt' s writings add interest; a bibliography and an index are appended.
NR Hewett, Anita. Piccolo; illus. by Dick Hart. Barnes, 1961. 89p. $2.75.
3-4
A small Italian boy, Piccolo, loses his beloved donkey Oriana; hearing that a strange
man has been seen with the donkey, Piccolo sets out to find the two. The action mean-
ders from village to city to seaside in rather tepid fashion. Although the author ex-
plains that the boy is without family, illustrations show Piccolo as rather young to be
wandering about alone. The story's ending is a bit too pat: Piccolo finds the man, who
proves to be the original owner from whom Oriana strayed; the man is very kind and
has no children and wants the orphaned boy to live with him in his home at the beauti-
ful seaside. The book is dull, and the only value is in the kindness almost universally
displayed by everyone with whom Piccolo comes in contact on his travels.
Ad Hoff, Syd. Albert the Albatross; story and pictures by Syd Hoff. Harper, 1961.
1- 31p. (I Can Read Books) Trade edition, $1.50; Library edition, $1.84 net.
For beginning independent readers, a picture book about an albatross that was blown
to land and tried to find his way back to the ocean. He sat on a hat, and the lady who
was wearing it took a trip; the captain of the ship recognized Albert, who flew off the
hat and was welcomed by the sailors, who knew that an albatross brings good luck.
Cartoon-style drawing that contributes less humor in this book than in other Hoff
books because there is really only one visual gag: a woman who thinks the real bird
on her hat is artificial. Useful as supplementary reading for insatiable beginners, but
a bit contrived.
Ad Hunt, Mabel Leigh. Cupola House; illus. by Nora S. Unwin. Lippincott, 1961.
4-6 126p. $3.25.
A family story set at the turn of the century, and based on the author's childhood ex-
periences. With his wife and four children, Dr. Hudson moved to a large house in a
small university town. Because of the cupola room, the children loved the house; be-
cause of carelessness on the part of one of the children, a fire damaged the room and
the children all tried to earn money to build a new cupola. The plot is chiefly anec-
dotal, period details are interesting, family relationships are presented with warmth
and humor. The book is weakened slightly by the fact that some of the characters seem
so pat: the quaint and homely old couple next door, for example; the conversation, too,
seems determinedly of the period: it may be authentic, but it is obtrusive when the
children chorus, "Hooray! Now you will be a busy doctor again, as you were in Fair-
land." The book has small print for this age-group.
Ad Jacobson, Helen. The First Book of Mythical Beasts; pictures by Lewis Zacks.
5-6 Watts, 1960. 69p. $1.95.
An interesting compilation of legends about mythical animals: dragons, unicorns,
kappas, griffins, hippogriffs, the abominable snowman, etc. The author gives some
facts about the origins of the legend and describes each beast, then retells a tale-or
more than one-about each. The retellings are in a style that is adequate but rather
stolid, this being due in part to the fact that the versions are so abbreviated.
R Jagendorf, Moritz Adolf. The King of the Mountains; A Treasury of Latin
4-7 American Folk Stories; by M. A. Jagendorf and R. S. Boggs; illus. by
Carybd. Vanguard, 1960. 313p. $4.95.
A collection of over fifty stories from all of the countries of Latin America, with
source notes and glossary appended. Like the collection by Henius, Stories from the
Americas, tales are listed by country, and the tales within each book are different;
the stories here are shorter than those in Tales from Silver Lands and-good though
they are-do not have quite the literary standard of that classic. The writing is pithy
and lively, and the book will be a most welcome addition to the two titles cited. Use-
ful as a source for storytelling even more than for independent reading.
NR Jonas, Nita. The Wild and Woolly Animal Book; pictures by Dale Maxey. Ran-
3-5 dom House, 1961. 22p. $1.
yrs.
An oversize book for the very young, with each page devoted to a different animal and
carrying a four-line verse. The illustrations, with some exceptions on over-full pages,
are quite attractive, but the text is pedestrian and contrived, and the information it
gives is often erroneous. Since much of the information is correct, there is no way of
distinguishing the comments that are meant to be humorous from those that are accu-
rate.
R Joslin, Sesyle. Baby Elephant's Trunk; pictures by Leonard Weisgard. Har-
5-7 court, 1961. 41p. Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $2.67 net.
yrs.
A deft and delightful read-aloud book that will introduce French words and phrases to
the very young. The format is juvenile enough to discourage children capable of read-
ing the book independently, which is unfortunate since the content has a light humor
that can be enjoyed by a reader of any age. The language interest is introduced to
Baby Elephant in a perfectly natural way, and this continues as he plays, fascinated,
with the possibilities of expressing himself in a new way. Truly childlike humor makes
the story of the small elephant who coaxes and teases his mother at bedtime a delight.
R Joslin, Sesyle. There Is a Dragon in My Bed; 11 y a un Dragon dans Mon Lit;
3-5 and other useful phrases in French and English for young ladies and gentle-
men going abroad or staying at home; illus. by Irene Haas. Harcourt, 1961.
58p. $2.25.
A French phrase book for the traveler, with phonetic pronunciation and English trans-
lation. Although the English may be comprehended by a child below third grade, the
two other lines limit independent reading use. However, the book is delightfully humor-
ous; adults will enjoy reading it aloud and small children will enjoy having it read
aloud. The humor is in the choice of situation and phrase and in the zany illustrations
of nonsensical situations. The French for "I greatly need ice cream" (a phrase need-
ed by any traveler) shows a desperate and tragic child making a stage-gesture of
agony. In the following picture she is smirking "Merci beaucoup" to the lad who is
lovingly presenting her with eight dripping cones.
M Joy, Charles R. Getting to Know the Two Chinas; illus. by Claudine Nankivel.
3-5 Coward-McCann, 1960. 65p.
Giving first some background about Chinese culture and the history of old China, the
author discusses separately the People's Republic of China and the Republic of China.
The emphasis in the text is, in both cases, on the political and economic aspects of
the countries. The book is weakened by a slightly condescending tone in the writing.
The author's attitudes toward the two Chinas is disparate: while he mentions the good
and the bad aspects of life on the mainland, he shows little objectivity about Chiang' s
government. A list of dates and a brief index are appended.
R Joy, Charles R. Young People of the Western Mediterranean; Their Stories in
6-8 Their Own Words. Duell, 1960. 151p. $3.50.
Useful information presented in unusual organization to give interesting pictures
(vignettes, actually) of ten countries: Tunisia, Malta, Sicily, Italy, France, Algeria,
Morocco, Spain, Portugal, and Gibralter. A small amount of background information
is given about each country by Mr. Joy; this is followed by descriptions of their own
lives written by young people living in the country. The material is, therefore, varied
and informal; from it the reader receives a picture of the differences and of the sim-
ilarities in the lives of young people everywhere. Superimposed on the endpaper maps
are photographs of the ten young writers.
R Kavaler, Lucy. The Wonders of Algae; with photographs and with drawings by
6-9 Barbara Amlick and Richard Ott. Day, 1961. 96p. Trade edition, $3.50;
Library edition, $3.29 net.
An unusual topic, very competently handled. The material is well organized and the
writing style is smooth. The author describes some of the different forms of algae
and discusses at length its uses in space craft for food and oxygen. There is a de-
tailed report on the methods that have been used to grow and process algae as food
as a solution to the growing needs of the world's population. Experimental work is
cited, and some of the other topics discussed are algal medicine, uses of plankton,
medicinal uses of algae, and the experimental possibilities of algae as sources of
energy and of industrial raw material. An index is appended. The book will be, be-
cause of the subject, useful beyond 9th grade.
Ad Kumin, Maxine W. Follow the Fall; illus. by Artur Marokvia. Putnam, 1961.
1-2 48p. (See and Read Storybooks). Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $2.52 net.
For the beginning independent reader, the third in a series of books about the sea-
sons, written in verse. Anne, who tells the story, describes the search that members
of her schoolroom are making to collect things to do with the fall. In the course of
the book, she tells of many phenomena of autumn. The text is mildly informative, the
verse is pleasant if a bit contrived; the book is weakened by Anne's reiteration of the
plaint that the boys always seem to know more.
M Kumin, Maxine W. Summer Story; illus. by Artur Marokvia. Putnam, 1961.
1-2 48p. (See and Read Story Books) Trade edition, $2.50; Library edition,
$2.52 net.
Second in a series of four books related to the four seasons; like the author's Spring
Things, the story-in verse-gives the atmosphere of the season, rather than being
an explanation of seasonal changes. A small boy describes the way he and his sister
spend the day collecting plants and animals for a zoo. They have a family picnic, and
that night it rains . . and the next day it rains; the following day they go out to in-
spect their zoo and find that it has all floated away (or jumped out). The children de-
cide that the "book" they have made during the rainy day is a better thing to keep as
a record of summer than are the live things of their zoo. The verse is occasionally
faulty in stress and in rhyme; the verse form does not seem particularly suitable
for the purpose of the series, since it limits the possibilities of conveying informa-
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tion, which it does attempt to do: for example, the text describes a summer thunder-
storm.
R La Farge, Oliver. The American Indian. Golden Press, 1960. 2 13p. illus.
7-10 (De Luxe Golden Books). Trade ed. $5.95; Library ed. $5.99 net.
Adapted by the author from his 1956 book for older readers, A Pictorial History of
the American Indian. Comprehensive in scope, detailed in treatment, profusely illus-
trated by photographs, drawings, and reproductions of old prints. The writing style
is compact, serious, and a bit dry; the book is not dull, however, because of the di-
versity and drama of the material itself and because of the variety and the beauty of
the illustrations.
R Landin, Les. About Atoms for Junior; illus. by the author. Melmont, 1961.
3-4 31p. Trade ed. $2.50; Library ed. $1.88 net.
An excellent simplified description of molecular and atomic structure. The author
uses a familiar concept to establish his facts on a comparative basis; 26 letters,
from which words are formed, are compared to 100 atoms from which molecules are
formed. Change a letter and the word is different; change an atom and the molecule
is different . . . whether you omit or move within the pattern. Mr. Landin establish-
es one other fact: the behavior of molecules can be changed by such a factor as heat.
These two ideas are stated clearly and there is no extraneous material introduced:
a good first science book.
M Lansing, Elisabeth Carleton (Hubbard). The Secret of Dark Entry; illus. by
4-6 Leonard Shortall. Crowell, 1961. 186p. $3.
A mystery story written with pace and humor, but weakened by the improbable con-
trivances of the denouement. Two boys find a secret panel in a deserted house; in it
is a letter stolen from a mailbag; the letter tells how to locate a long-hidden treas-
ure chest. During the course of their explorations the boys have met two strangers,
who turn out to be one man-an actor who heard about the treasure and has been im-
personating in a dual role. The exaggerations of the book undermine the element of
suspense, and the book has none of the human values of Mrs. Lansing's A House for
Henrietta or the perceptive writing of Liza of the Hundredfold.
Ad Lattimore, Eleanor Frances. The Wonderful Glass House; written and illus.
2-4 by Eleanor Frances Lattimore. Morrow, 1961. 125p. $2.75.
A mild and rather placid style of writing makes this story of a small boy who became
interested in gardening a bit dull, although it is realistic and has good values. The
plot is rather discursive, the characters adequate. Mark plants a garden and is a lit-
tle embarrassed about his unusual hobby, but he finds that his friends are respectful
when his amaryllis takes a prize at a flower show. The author wisely points out that
part of the children's respect is due to the fact that Mark has just won a fight with
a somewhat bullying newcomer. The book may be useful for reading aloud in connec-
tion with a gardening project.
Ad Lawrence, Mildred (Elwood). Forever and Always. Harcourt, 1961. 191p. $3.
7-9
A good story about a teen-age girl who has been jilted and finds other interests-not
unusual in plot but competently written, with good values and no melodrama. Mindy,
used to the security of going steady, avoids all her friends when Russ jilts her. She
finds consolation in work at a small museum, and she finds distraction in the young
man who turns up at the museum to work on a historical booklet. The distraction is a
bit pat, but not unrealistic; the book is weakened slightly by the introduction of a sub-
plot that is really tangential to the story-line: a treasure-struck man of middle age,
who behaves quite suspiciously.
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M Lehr, Delores. The Tender Age. Lothrop, 1961. 205p. $3.50.
7-9
A fairly patterned novel about a shy girl with a popular sister; Laura was prepared
for the fact that she would be as ignored in their new home in Texas as she had been
back in Ohio. She won a place on the swimming team, fell in love and made friends;
she was hurt in an automobile accident and found courage to walk again; she became
interested in church work and this helped speed her recovery. Static writing style,
with quite dull dialogue; good ethical values and good family relationships, but these
are weakened by sanctimonious overtones.
NR Leiser, Harry W. The Lost Canyon of the Navajos. Criterion Books, 1960.
6-8 160p. $3.
The story of a young Navajo of today, Ysidro, who suspects that an ex-convict-Quinn
-has stolen his herd of sheep. To earn money for his forthcoming marriage Ysidro
arranges to be the guide for an archeological group looking for a lost canyon. The
book details the trip and the discovery. There is in the story information about the
Navajo culture, but the book has many weaknesses that obscure this value: the char-
acters are overdrawn and the action melodramatic, the conversation is used in a con-
trived manner to give information, and the ending is pat: Ysidro discovers his sheep,
punishes Quinn, finds the bank money that Quinn has stolen, discovers an archeolog-
ical treasure, and agrees to another lucrative expedition. The writing is highly col-
ored and somewhat repetitive.
R Lenski, Lois. We Live in the Country; written and illus. by Lois Lenski. Lip-
2-4 pincott, 1960. 127p. $2.95.
This is country life as it is, unglamorized version. A chicken farm in the East, a
southern sharecropper, a Mexican family on a Texas sheep ranch, and a tree farm
in the South are the backgrounds for the four sections of the book. Each of the four
stories gives informative details about the industry-not in an obtrusive fashion, but
in a way that shows how the lives of people are affected. Primarily, the stories are
family stories, and their appeal lies in the meticulous realism of the writing: natu-
ral conversation, natural family relationships, natural small incidents, and minor
problems, troubles, and pleasures.
R Lent, Henry Bolles. Man Alive in Outer Space; illus. with official U. S. Air
5-9 Force and National Aeronautics and Space Administration photographs.
Macmillan, 1961. 147p. $3.
Interesting and topical material, well-organized and written in a style that is slight-
ly popularized but not flippant. Photographs are well-chosen, and they include, among
the pictures of the seven final candidates for space flight, Shepard and Grissom, al-
though the book was completed before the first successful astronautical flight. The
book describes the research and testing done by the doctors and scientists working
on Project Mercury, the specifications for candidates and their rigorous training
program; especially informative are the descriptions of the ingenious machines used
to simulate space flight conditions and hazards.
Ad Lewis, Mildred D. The Honorable Sword; decorations by Panos Ghikas. Hough-
5-6 ton, 1960. 179p. $2.75.
A story of life in feudal Japan. Taro, last member of a noble family, flees in disguise
with his friend Yoicho. The two boys have vowed to recover from the conquering head
of the house of Hara the superb sword wrested from Taro's father. After several ad-
ventures and narrow escapes, the boys are captured; they meet the house of Hara and
sue for peace at the court of the Shogun, won in part when Taro meets the enemy's
son in a contest and the two noble youths become friends. The sword is returned to
the brave Taro and peace reigns. Unusual background, good plot line, good ethical
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concepts; the book is weakened by a curiously stilted quality in the writing style.
M Liang, Yen. Happy New Year; story and pictures by Yen Liang. Lippincott,
2-3 1961. 30p. $2.95.
A description of the Chinese New Year as it was celebrated during the author's boy-
hood in China; the story is set in fictional form by reference to the participation of
a small brother and sister, but it is not really a story. The details of the holiday
celebration are informative and interesting, but the style of writing is static. The
illustrations, like the text, give information in rather intricate detail, but they are
unattractive in color. There is no indication in the text that it is based on the past,
although the jacket flap so states.
Ad McClintock, Mike. David and the Giant; pictures by Fritz Siebel. Harper,
2-3 1960. 32p. (An I Can Read Book). Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.19
net.
The story of David and Goliath told in verse and addressed to the shepherd boy.
David is told to protect himself and his flock from animal predators by using his
slingshot; he is told to sing to King Saul, whom he comforts, and he is told to use
his sling against the giant. Using this technique, the author makes the action vivid,
but the verse is slightly labored in some parts of the book: "The bear is going after
the sheep, the little ones that are fast asleep. Hurry, David, take your sling. Put in
a stone, Give it a swing. Swing the stone! Let it fly! You hit the bear right in the
eye."
R McGinley, Phyllis Louise. Mince Pie and Mistletoe; pictures by Harold Ber-
4-6 son. Lippincott, 1961. 28p. $2.95.
First published in 1959 in magazine form under the title "The Merry Years of
Christmas." The book is divided into states or regions of the United States, giving
in verse form the Christmas customs of the region, some dependent on circumstance
(the limitations imposed by frontier life) and some on the origin of the resident
group (the Dutch heritage of New Amsterdam settlers). The verse is lilting and easy,
the illustrations are delicate in tone and delightful in detail, and the book concludes
with a pleasant roundup of all the Christmas customs.
R Manning-Sanders, Ruth, comp. A Bundle of Ballads; illus. by William Stobbs.
7- Lippincott, 1961. 245p. $3.
A most interesting collection of ballads, in which the compiler has modernized some
of the phrasing; she expresses the hope (in the preface) that the reader will become
interested enough in this literary form to read the original works, but cites no
sources. The illustrations, attractive in black, brown, and white, are most appropri-
ate for the genre and won for the book the Kate Greenaway Award in England in 1959.
Over sixty ballads are included; there is division of the material by subject or time;
a glossary and an index of first lines are appended.
M Marino, Dorothy (Bronson). Buzzy Bear Goes South. Watts, 1961. 32p. illus.
4-6 $2.95.
yrs.
At the beginning of cold weather, Buzzy's friends the birds prepared to fly south, and
Buzzy wanted to migrate with them instead of hibernating. His father said he could
try it, so the small bear started off. Every time he got to the top of the hill, he
thought of something else to get at home; after half-a-dozen trips up and down the
hill, Buzzy was so tired he went to bed for a nap. "He's just going to hibernate," said
his mother. A slight story, rather slow of pace, with rather pleasant illustrations and
with some appeal in the pattern (so familiar to most children) of the delaying action.
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R Marokvia, Mireille. Grococo, A French Crow; by Mireille and Artur Marokvia.
4-5 Lippincott, 1961. 48p. illus. $3.50.
A very pleasant story about two French children who lose track of a crow of whom
they have made a pet; the writing style is restrained but not stilted, and the illustra-
tions are extremely attractive. Paul and Ann are desolate when Grococo disappears
from the neighborhood and are determined to find him again . . and they do. The
incidents of the story that are not related to Grococo give the book balance, but they
are few enough so that the story line has unity. The d6nouement is unusual but not un-
believable, and the crow-clever, raucous, and singleminded-always is described
within the bounds of credibility. The pace is a bit slow, and the format is rather ju-
venile for the middle-grade reader.
M Martin, Ralph G. Money Money Money; Wall Street in Words and Pictures; by
9-12 Ralph G. Martin and Morton D. Stone. Rand McNally, 1960. 223p. illus.
Red. ed. $7.50; DeLuxe ed. $12.50.
An oversize book, with most of the page space devoted to photographs. In rather pop-
ularized style, the text describes the activities of Wall Street; divisions of the text
discuss such aspects as mutual investment funds, the New York Stock Exchange, or
the bankers' bank. While the book gives, citing actual firms and individuals, many
informative details, it is loosely organized and jaunty in tone; the photographs and
the text give the effect of a sort of cooperative commercial brochure; there is no in-
dex. An interesting book for browsing, but useful as a source of information only in
the way that newspaper feature article is useful.
R Mary-Rousseliere, Guy, illus. Beyond the High Hills; A book of Eskimo Poems;
6- photographs by Guy Mary-Rousseliere. World, 1961. 32p. $3.95.
A collection of poems gathered and translated by the Danish explorer Knud Rasmus-
sen from many tribal groups of Eskimos in the Hudson Bay region. Magnificant col-
ored photographs complement the poems in a most handsome book. The poems, which
were sung and were used for dancing, have a rhythm that is strong and effective; the
simplicity of language makes both the imagery and the emotional impact all the more
moving.
NR Mehdevi, Anne Sinclair. The Leather Hand; drawings by Donald Bolognese.
7-9 Knopf, 1961. 182p. $3.
Although Mrs. Mehdevi writes smoothly, her first book for young people does not have
the same excellence as her writing for adults. The tale of buried treasure on a Medi-
terranean island is melodramatic, with overdrawn characters and worn devices of
plot. Told in first person, this is the story of a boy who goes with his widowed mother
to the island of Manacor, where a mysterious South American doctor, tied to his
wheelchair, foils the efforts of fifteen-year-old Ronnie and his friend Jap-until the
end, when he commits suicide by drowning, and Ronnie gets enough gold to take his
mother back to Kansas. In the course of the story, there is a scene where Ronnie, in
a sea cave, is attacked by an octopus .. . a scene in which a dog is set on fire . . .
one incident of a thermos of wine that has been poisoned ... and there is an old map
of the treasure site, left by two sailors.
Ad Meyer, Gerard Previn. Pioneers of the Press; The First Newspapers in Amer-
4-6 ica; illus. by Anthony D'Adamo. Rand McNally, 1961. 96p. $2.95.
An account of the first three newspapers published in the colonial town of Boston: the
Publick Occurences, suppressed after one issue in 1690, The Boston News-Letter,
which was established in 1702, and The Boston Gazette, an upstart rival in 1719. Brief
mention is also made of The New England Courant, published by the brother of Ben-
jamin Franklin. A reading list and an index are appended. The book gives a great deal
of interesting information and a good picture of the political atmosphere of the times;
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it is weakened by a rather florid style with a tendency toward conjecture-for exam-
ple, a page of dialogue is followed by the remark, "So went the argument, no doubt."
R Meyer, Jerome Sydney. Paper; illus. with photographs. World, 1960. 91p.
6-9 $3.50.
In clear but rather dry writing style, the author gives a detailed and interesting his-
tory of the making of paper, first describing the precursors of paper. He incorpo-
rates into the text the influences of such developments as writing and printing. Prob-
ably the most important parts of the book are those sections that describe various
modern processes of papermaking. Photographs are excellent, save for a few that
are merely illustrative in brochure style (a photograph, for example, of cartons con-
taining foods) and an index is appended. The format of the book is good, and the qual-
ity of the paper appropriately impressive.
Ad Miers, Earl Schenck. The American Civil War; a popular illus. history of the
7- years 1861-1865 as seen by the artist-correspondents who were there.
Golden Press, 1961. 324p. Trade ed. $15; Library ed. $11.98 net.
An impressive oversize book illustrated by over four hundred reproductions of the
work (chiefly from periodicals) of artist-correspondents of the period. These in-
clude portraits, maps, battle-scenes, posters, cartoons, and charts showing details
of uniforms. The text is in rather dramatic style, with somewhat lengthy captions to
illustrations, these being obtrusive in their variation of print size and color, some
of which is so light as to be difficult to read. The details of the text are authoritative,
but the loose style of writing and the fact that there is no index indicates that the vol-
ume has no reference use. Interesting but floridly written, with documentary value
chiefly in the illustrations.
R Mills, Lois. So Young a Queen. Lothrop, 1961. 172p. $3.
6-9
An historical novel with an unusual background: the fourteenth century courts of Hun-
gary and Poland. The young and beautiful Jadwiga, crowned Queen of Poland, had been
given an unusual education by her father, King Louis of Hungary; Jadwiga was wise,
kind, devout, and much loved by her people. She gave up the man she really loved,
William of Austria, for the sake of her country; to end the enmity between Lithuania
and Poland, Jadwiga wed the pagan Jagiello who later converted his own people to
Christianity. The writing style has a formality that seems appropriate to the setting;
the biographical and historical details of the book are most interesting.
Ad Myrus, Don. The Astronauts; The True Story of Man's Greatest Adventure in
5-7 Outer Space. Grosset, 1961. 91p. illus. $1.95.
An oversize book written at the time that the seven finalists had been chosen for the
first Project Mercury flight and before the first Soviet flight. Photographs and dia-
grams are good, and the last section of the book devotes a page to each of the chosen
seven, giving a photograph and a brief biography of each man. The text gives accurate
information about the training and operational procedures, but it is weakened by the
writing style, which is popularized. The opening of the text exemplifies the style: "A
man will go into space. This is how it will happen. A car stops. The driver kisses his
wife and gets out. He waves as she turns the car and heads toward a gate. He stands
watching until taillights blend into the darkness of night. Before moving, he raises
the cuff of his thin wool sweater and looks at his watch. The time is 2:55 a.m."
Ad Norton, Andre. Ride Proud, Rebel! World, 1961. 255p. $3.75.
7-
A long, detailed, aad often grim account of the Civil War told with vivid realism of
detail, but slow of pace. Drew Rennie was a young Confederate who had quarreled
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with his grandfather, a Union sympathizer. While Drew's family problem remains
as a thread in the plot, almost all of the book is concerned with details of campaigns
and forays of battles-first with Morgan's forces and later with those of General For-
rest.
Ad O'Connor, Mary. Flying Mary O'Connor; illus. with fifty photographs. Rand
6-9 McNally, 1961. 144p. $2.50.
Miss O'Connor, the only stewardess to have an airplane named in her honor, tells
the story of her career. Trained as a nurse, she turned during the depression to air
service and found she loved it; she continued working as a stewardess except for the
war years when she served as a nurse. The writing reflects the author's personality:
breezy, cheerful, and enthusiastic. Although the book is weakened by a tendency to
gushiness and name-dropping, it is clearly a testament of affection. It gives a good
picture of the development of the role of a stewardess and of the satisfactions of
that career. Some information about requirements for applicants is given, and an
index is appended.
M Ormsby, Virginia H. Cunning Is Better Than Strong. Lippincott, 1960. 112p.
3-4 illus. $3.
In many ways a very pleasant regional story, but with several weaknesses. The use
of dialect and idiom gives the writing flavor, but increases reading difficulty, espe-
cially by the device of phonetic spelling such as "vigrous" for "vigorous" or "fur"
for "far." Although the family in the story is not without superstition, the Negro
neighbors are described as superstitious to an extent that seems unreal: seeing a
sheeted figure and a lighted pumpkin on Halloween, an adult cries, "Oh, Lawdy,
Lawdy! It's a hant with his head lopped off!" The book is otherwise quite engaging,
with good family relationships and loving kindness to animals, and with vivid impres-
sions of outdoor scenes.
M Otto, Margaret (Glover). The Little Old Train; illus. by Erik Blegvad. Knopf,
4-6 1960. 28p. $2.50.
yrs.
A slight plot in a read-aloud story. The little old train stopped in the middle of a
meadow because a cow was lying on the track; the cow didn't budge until she was
tickled by a white mouse belonging to one of the passengers. Then the train started,
the conductor promised the boy who owned the mouse a piece of cheese, and all the
passengers were again on their way to the city. The illustrations are attractive, al-
though there is no reason for the clothes in the drawings to be old-fashioned. The
story has little pace or humor, and is merely an extended incident.
M Pack, Robert. Then What Did You Do?; illus. by Nola Langner. Macmillan,
2-3 1961. 36p. Trade edition, $3; Library edition, $3.50.
Nonsense in verse: Mrs. O'Dew tells Mrs. O'Gee how she got rid of the thirty mice
who were playing orchestra music and keeping her children awake: she got ten cats,
who kept the children up by playing ping-pong, so she got some baboons; to get rid of
them she got some hyenas . . . etc. Eventually, Mrs. O'Dew had to get some mice to
get rid of the five elephants. There are elements of humor in the writing, but the
nonsense gets out of hand: the story seems too long and has contrived exaggerations.
The illustrations have technical proficiency, but are often distracting in detail.
NR Pavel, Frances K., ad. Goldilocks and the Three Bears; illus. by Louis Segal.
1 Holt, 1961. 26p. (Read It Myself Books). $1.75.
For the beginning independent reader, with large print and controlled vocabulary.
The adaptation vitiates the familiar story, robbing it of cadence; illustrations are
mediocre. Twenty of the words used in the story are given definition by pictures in
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a "picture-dictionary" on the end papers at the back of the book. Usable as addition-
al reading material but of little value, since the traditional versions of the tale have
more vitality and since there is so much that is now available for the beginning
reader.
Ad Pedersen, Elsa. Alaska Harvest; illus. by Kurt Werth. Abingdon, 1961. 129p.
6-8 $3.
The background of this story is most interesting: both the descriptions of the beauti-
ful country and the details of the crab fishing industry. The characterization is shal-
low and the plot development patterned, but the writing has pace. Some of the char-
acters (Annette, the spiteful friend, for example) seem overdrawn. The Mc Lain chil-
dren go with their father to live on their boat, because their mother's hospitalization
has drained the family's finances. They are so successful that they are suspected of
robbing other fishermen; but they discover the real culprit. Reparations are made,
and the book ends with the men setting up a new house for the McLains on the lovely
island they have discovered.
R Phillips, Mary (Geisler). Dragonflies and Damselflies; illus. by Anne Marie
5-8 Jauss. Crowell, 1960. 95p. $2.50.
A very good example of scientific writing for a juvenile audience: simple, direct and
accurate. The first chapter is a most lucid discussion of taxonomy: why it is neces-
sary, how classification works, and why in practice only part of the classification is
necessary for the establishment of identity. After a brief statement of the major dif-
ferences between dragonflies and damselflies, the author describes each at length:
structure, functioning, life cycle, and important scientific families. Precise instruc-
tions are given for collecting and preserving these insects, and a list of supply houses
is appended, as are an extensive bibliography and a good index.
M Podolin, Si. The Man-Eater of Shark Island; illus. by Victor Mays. Harcourt,
6-8 1961. 159p. $3.
A marine adventure story, in which a lad of fifteen goes to an island off the coast of
France to visit a man with whom his father had fought during the war. Billy loves the
place and the people, and he becomes immersed in the family's problem: how to
catch the hammerhead shark that is ruining their fishing nets, so that they have no
money and are increasingly in debt. Billy and the two teenage French children have
a running battle with the hammerhead, finally harpooning him. The freedom that the
three have to engage in dangerous activity is rather dismaying, and their underwater
battles are alarming. The writing style is good, characterization shallow. A weakness
of the book is the handling of the language. Billy, whose mother was French, supposed-
ly is speaking to the Dumonts in French, so there is no reason for the interjection of
"Zut alors!" or "N'est-ce pas?" here and there.
R Reck, Alma Kehoe. Clocks Tell the Time; illus. by Janina Domanska. Scrib-
4-6 ner, 1960. 48p. $2.75.
A history of clocks and watches, from the first sundials to the atomic clock of today.
Simply written in brief sections, the text describes developments in devices for time-
keeping. One section is devoted to an explanation of the functions and purposes of the
parts of a mechanical clock; another describes time zones in the United States. The
sections are not extensive in coverage of their topics, but the subject is given quite
comprehensive treatment over-all.
R Ripley, Elizabeth (Blake). Raphael; A Biography. Lippincott, 1961. 72p. illus.
7-10 $3.
Tenth in a remarkable series of biographies of great artists, a book in handsome for-
mat; over thirty reproductions of Raphael's work are included (in black and white),
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many of them full-page. Raphael Santi's father was court painter to Duke Guidobaldo,
and the Duke sponsored the boy's education as an artist when he was left at the age
of eleven without a father. Impressed by the work of men like Michelangelo and Da
Vinci, the young artist was dissatisfied with his own work, although he was proficient
enough to have been commissioned by the age of twenty. Mrs. Ripley writes with en-
grossing detail and simplicity of style; the years of Raphael's success and of his as-
sociation with some of the great figures of his day are described with restraint, as
is the painter's death at the age of thirty-seven. A bibliography and an index are ap-
pended.
R Savage, Katharine. The Story of Africa; South of the Sahara; illus. with photo-
7- graphs and maps. Walck, 1961. 184p. $4.
A sound book, objective, comprehensive, and well-organized. The writing is digni-
fied but not dry, the author's attitude is sympathetic but not sentimental. The photo-
graphs are clear, several maps are included, and appended index and bibliography
are good. The author describes the region geographically and gives a good summary
of the origins of the varied peoples; the chapters that follow, giving African history
up to modern times, presents in graphic fashion the roles of the civilized nations in
exploiting, exploring, and colonizing Africa. The final chapters give a very clear pic-
ture of the struggling emergent tribes and nations.
R Selsam, Millicent (Ellis). Underwater Zoos; illus. by Kathleen Elgin. Morrow,
4-6 1961. 96p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.78 net.
A most useful book, with clear instructions and helpful suggestions, and with many
interesting observations made by the author based on her own experience in collect-
ing and caring for the animals in her own aquarium. Mrs. Selsam has a direct and
lucid approach that combines with an enthusiasm about the subject to incite equal
enthusiasm on the part of the reader. A first chapter discusses collecting methods;
succeeding chapters describe salt-water specimens, the setting up of a salt-water
aquarium, and the second set of three chapters gives the same information for the
fresh-water aquarium-a good method of organization. Appended are a brief index
and several sources of supplies.
M Showers, Paul. Find Out By Touching; illus. by Robert Galster. Crowell, 1961.
1- 38p. (Let's Read-and-Find-Out Books). Trade edition, $1.95; Library edi-
tion, $2.35 net.
Another book in the series of science for the beginning reader; here the text suggests
identification of different kinds of objects by tactile sense. The demonstration seems
unnecessary for the child who is old enough to read the book himself, and the use of
direct address makes the text obtrusive if it is read aloud. The illustrations are at-
tractive, but do not supplement the text as information. The material in the book is,
in contrast to previous books in the series, familiar; children who read the book may
be reminded that identification can often be made by touch alone, and they may be
stimulated to try guessing the nature of a collection of objects (as the book suggests
they do), but it seems improbable that the reader will learn any new scientific prin-
ciple or fact from the book.
M Showers, Paul. In the Night; illus. by Ezra Jack Keats. Crowell, 1961. 38p.
1-2 (Let's Read and Find Out Books). Trade ed. $1.95; Library ed. $2.35 net.
A rather slight book that does not maintain the standard of most of the previous
books in this series of basic science information. The text is in first person, and
the child speaking describes what he can see in his own room in the dark of night.
These descriptions give little information beyond the fact that it is possible to see
some things in the dark; alternating double-spread pages have a pleasant literary
quality in a change of writing style, but give minimal information, and the alternation
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is more obtrusive than effective. Examples of two consecutive pages: "On the gray
wall I see something dark. I know what it is. It is a picture. It is a picture of a horse.
I cannot see the horse, but I know it is there." and then, "Oh, a cat can see in the
night, and a bat can see in the night. A deer can run when there's not much light,
and mice have a wonderful time at night. And I have a good time, too." The crayon
drawings are attractive, but contribute little as information; on two pages the print
is very difficult to read because of the background color.
M Stevenson, Carol Dornfeld. Stubborn Binnder; illus. by Betty Beeby. Reilly
4-5 and Lee, 1961. 32 p. $2.
yrs.
Binnder was a handsome black pony who wouldn't let anyone come near him or ride
him-not because he was afraid but because he was stubborn. One day a little girl
sat near him and made a daisy chain, ignoring Binnder. The next day she did the
same thing . .. and finally the stubborn pony came to the quiet little girl, and she
put the daisy chain around his neck and led him about the field. A slight story and
not realistic, but one that does emphasize kindness and patience; the style of writing
is not unusual and has a touch of coyness; the illustrations are not unusual and have
a touch of sentimentality.
SpC Stevenson, Robert Louis. Prayers; decorations and calligraphy by Hilda Scott.
7- Macmillan, 1960. 43p. $2.50.
Originally published under the title Prayers Written at Vailima, this edition uses a
cursive style of print that is distinctive in effect, but increases reading difficulty.
Almost half the book is given over to an introduction by the author's wife, in which
she describes the Samoan attitudes toward religion and her household's participa-
tion in family services. The prayers are brief and quite lovely, with a universality
that should make them acceptable in any religion or denomination thereof. Especial-
ly useful in a religious education collection.
R Toor, Frances. The Golden Carnation; And Other Stories Told in Italy; illus.
5-7 by Anne Marie Jauss. Lothrop, 1961. 190p. $3.50.
A collection of folk tales, fairy tales, and legends of Italy, with some legends and
tales from Greece or Sicily. Good writing style, with pace and humor, and with a
real feeling for the flavor of the genre. No source list or notes are given; the author
has written a foreword that discusses briefly the Italian literature.
Ad Tor, Regina. Discovering Israel. Random House, 1960. 60p. illus. $2.95.
5-7
A well-written survey of Israel, with continuous text in dignified style. The history
and geography of the land are described, as are the agricultural and industrial as-
pects of the Israeli economy. Miss Tor writes most movingly of the beauty of the
ancient land, and she writes competently of the peoples and their educational system
and religious observances. More mature in approach than the books on Israel by Joy
(Coward-McCann, 1960) or Kubie (Watts, 1953); each of the three presents somewhat
different material, although they overlap to a great extent. Appended are an index,
a list of dates, a bibliography; the end-papers show double-page spread maps of the
Mediterranean area, and a smaller map of Israel is included early in the text. The
style of the decorative illustrations is unusual, but it has little appeal to children,
and there are several pages on which the drawing-superimposed on the text-makes
the print difficult to read. It is regrettable that there is only a slight reference to
continuing Arab-Israeli conflict.
R Trez, Denise. Le Petit Chien (The Little Dog); by Denise and Alain Trez.
K-2 World, 1961. 58p. illus. $1.95.
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For reading aloud, a good thing in a very small package. Reading from front to back,
a story about a small dog who made good-written in French; reading from back to
front, the same story in English. The illustrations are gay in black, white and yel-
low, drawn with simplicity of line. The text is not unusual, but the French version
is less stilted than the text of most dual-language books, and the English version can
be used as a check by the reader who can almost manage the French independently.
The fact that the pages of the English version are reversed for use means that the
reader who is studying French is less dependent on easy access to translation.
M Varga, Judy. The Dragon Who Liked to Spit Fire; story and pictures by Judy
K-2 Varga. Morrow, 1961. 30p. Trade ed. $2.75; Library ed. $2.78 net.
A little dragon met a little prince, who said the dragon could come live in the castle
if he would stop spitting fire, because that might frighten people. All went well until
the dragon forgot . .. and spat; he was banished and found he was lonely. Then he
saved the prince's life by spitting fire at a wild boar in the forest, so he was taken
back to human society and did all his fire-spitting on the castle walls. Slight story,
mediocre illustrations, rather dull writing style.
Ad Vinson, Kathryn. The Luck of the Golden Cross; illus. by Allan Eitzen. Lip-
5-6 pincott, 1960. 143p. $3.25.
The story of a Greek-American boy whose family lived in Florida and were part of
the community of sponge-divers. Yanni wanted desperately to help his father earn
enough money to buy his own boat; having stowed away on the boat on which his fa-
ther worked, the boy not only earned his keep, but won the gratitude of the owner.
Only eleven, he rescued the captain (trapped by a cut lifeline and attacked by an oc-
topus) and later had the reward of seeing the captain sell his boat to Yanni's father
at a very low price, because Yanni had saved his life. Good background and ade-
quate writing style; the dramatic rescue seems an improbable ploy for a boy of
eleven, but most of the incidents in the book are quite believable.
R Waltrip, Lela. Quiet Boy; by Lela and Rufus Waltrip; illus. by Theresa Kalab
4-6 Smith. Longmans, 1961. 120p. $2.95.
The story of Quiet Boy, a Navajo of twelve, living on an Arizona reservation. Quiet
Boy's father had died in service in the war, and he had told his son to learn all he
could of the white men's ways and their language. At the government school, Quiet
Boy has trouble with another Navajo, the bullying Tall One; he suspects that it is
Tall Boy who is stealing the family sheep. The real culprit is discovered in the
train of events caused by a blizzard: Quiet Boy helps guide some white men who are
dropping food and medicine from a plane onto the reservation hogans, and when he is
in the hospital some time later, he is visited by Tall Boy and they become friends.
Good pace in the story, but the most valuable aspect of the book is in the picture of
Navajo life today, with the conflict between two cultures. The authors present this
conflict in all its facets with great dignity, and they show clearly the prejudice that
exists among both the Indians and the white men.
NR Wassersug, Joseph D. Hospital with a Heart. Abelard-Schuman, 1961. 160p.
7-10 $3.
A book about the typical hospital, with sections on the roles of the family doctor, the
pathologist, the nurses, the medical director, the radiologists, etc. Other chapters
discuss some of the hospital services: social service, maintenance, the hospital
pharmacy, etc. Interesting and useful as the material is, it is presented in a style
that makes the book very weak; sentimental, patronizing, and often in violation of
syntax. There is much drama in the hospital scene, and the book would be greatly
improved had the author left all drama to the facts inherent in his description rather
than in the description itself.
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M Watts, Mabel. Something For You, Something For Me; pictures by Abner
K-2 Graboff. Abelard-Schuman, 1960. 40p. $2.75.
Not unusual in plot, a read-aloud story about a swapping boy who wound up with his
original possession. Light treatment makes the book fairly pleasant, and the author
stresses the fact that Alfred learned something new with the use of each new object.
Crayon illustrations have humor, although the large size and cartoon style are, on
some pages, distracting.
Ad Weber, Lenora (Mattingly). Pick a New Dream. Crowell, 1961. 245p. $3.50.
7-9
Another story about the durable and familiar Malone family; here Beany is thwarted
in her plans to become a newspaper woman and takes a job in a settlement house.
Not only does she find that the work is interesting and the people rewarding-she
finds that Carl, the boy next door who is director of the center, is her love. The au-
thor may surprise some of her readers by having Beany separated from her faithful
Andy, who decides to become a priest just as Beany decides it is really Carl she
loves. Good values and good human relations, although the presentation is somewhat
purposive.
Ad Weston, George F. The Key to Boston. by George F. Weston and Mildred
3-5 Weston. Lippincott, 1961. 128p. illus. (Keys to the Cities Series) $2.95.
A good addition to the series despite the fact the writing gives a slight impression
of kindly talking down to the juvenile level. The major part of the book is devoted to
Boston's past, and the authors give a comprehensive picture of the development of
the city both physically and historically. The last few chapters describe some of the
interesting places in present-day Boston, many of these being of historical interest
also. Photographs are good and an index is appended.
NR Whitehouse, Arch. Bombers in the Sky. Duell, 1960. 177p. $3.
7-9
A collection of eleven short stories, seven of which have been previously published
in magazines, some of them twenty years ago. All of the stories are about wartime
bomber crews; most of them are fairly sentimental and all of them tend to glorify
the comradeship of wartime-indeed, there is an atmosphere evoked that glorifies
battle. The stories have adventure and some humor, but the tenor of the writing is
implicit in the author's prefatory remark, when discussing the probable qualifications
of a war correspondent in World War m, that "none of it seems to suggest as rich an
experience as that with which I was honored while serving with the Allied air forces
of World War II."
NR Wiesner, William. Too Many Cooks ... Lippincott, 1961. 29p. illus. $2.75.
1-2
A picture book comprising seventeen illustrated proverbs with each proverb being in-
terpreted literally on one page and interpreted on the facing apge. For example, "A
bird in the hand is worth two in the bush." shows a small boy, caged bird by his side,
pointing to two birds in a bush; on the facing page a little girl cuddles a dilapidated
doll outside a toyshop window filled with new dolls. The interpretation seems the on-
ly value of the book, since it may give children the idea that old sayings have a mean-
ing beyond the obvious. However, not all of the illustrations make the point clear-
"Where there is smoke there is fire." shows children pointing to smoke and on the
facing page a house is on fire, which is a continuation of the literal thought. The il-
lustrations are on the quaint side, especially in the clothing that is old fashioned;
this would make less effective the application to real life of the pictured proverbs.
Some of the drawings are cluttered with detail.


